
‘We’re taking a case for neglect of duty to GSOC’ – Family of murdered priest 

- Relatives of Fr Niall Molloy to make complaint to Garda Ombudsman over ‘botched’ 

1985 investigation 

 

May 4th 2015: The family of Fr Niall Molloy is taking a case for ‘neglect of duty’ against 

the Gardai for failing to properly investigate the death of the Roscommon priest 30 

years ago.  

Relatives of the murdered priest are poised to make a complaint to the Garda 

Siochana Ombudsman Commission (GSOC) over serious shortcomings in the initial 

1985 investigation, which they have described as “botched” and “shambolic”. 

The family’s decision comes in the wake of the McGinn report published just over a 

month ago, which highlighted a series of shortcomings in the initial Garda 

investigation.  

The shortcomings were identified by the Garda’s own Serious Crime Review Team, 

which re-examined the unsolved killing of the 52-year-old cleric between 2010 and 

2013. 

In a media statement relatives of the priest said the failure of Gardai to investigate the 

case properly could not now be ignored. 

“We have carefully considered the findings of the McGinn report and the serious 

shortcomings identified in the initial Garda investigation, which we believe cannot now 

be ignored by the Garda Ombudsman,” Henry McCourt, a nephew of Fr Molloy’s, said. 

“The McGinn report has only confirmed our long held opinion that the initial 

investigation in 1985 was botched at best and we intend to make a complaint for 

neglect of duty to the Garda Ombudsman,” he added. 

It will not be the first time for the Molloy family to make a complaint to GSOC. Family 

members were previously advised that they were outside the permitted time period to 

make a complaint. 

This time, however, the family believes that the McGinn findings arm them with certain 

new facts to take a case against Gardai.  

“Based on what the McGinn report has found and other official documentation that has 

come to our attention we’re going to make a fresh complaint to the Garda 

Ombudsman, which has some discretion to consider complaints relating to cases that 

are more than 12 months old,” Bill Maher, another nephew of Fr Molloy’s, said.  

“We have no doubt that Gardai did not investigate Fr Niall’s death properly. The 

shortcomings identified are so basic that we’re left wondering was it pure 

incompetence on the part of Gardai or has there been a cover-up,” he added.  

The family also strongly believe that the failures in the Garda investigation alone call 

for a commission of investigation. 

“The abject failure of Gardai to investigate our uncle’s death properly, even though 30 

years ago, cannot be ignored. Questions remain and are even more pressing now, so 



much so, that they alone warrant a commission of investigation. This is about 

accountability; someone must stand up and take responsibility,” Mr McCourt said.  

Mr Maher added that Garda Commissioner Noirin O’Sullivan should also clarify recent 

comments that the McGinn report would bring “some comfort” to the family. 

“We are confounded and deeply upset by the Garda Commissioner’s remarks. How 

could this report, which shows such flagrant failings in basic policing, bring us any 

comfort?” he said. 

In the meantime the family is also considering what other options remain open to 

them, including taking a case to the European Court for Human Rights. 

 
ENDS 

 
For further information or comment contact Bill Maher on 086 8165600 or Henry 
McCourt on 087 2586493.  
 

Notes to Editor  

 

Background to McGinn report and Fr Molloy case 
The McGinn report, which was published on Tuesday, March 31st, highlighted a series 
of shortcomings in how Gardai investigated the death of Roscommon priest Fr Niall 
Molloy in 1985. 
Senior Counsel Dominic McGinn was commissioned by the government to review the 
findings of the Garda Serious Crime Review Team (SCRT), which spent over two 
years re-examining the facts surrounding the unsolved killing of Fr Molloy. 
Fr Molloy was found dead in the bedroom of Richard and Therese Flynn at Kilcoursey 
House, Clara, County Offaly in the early hours of July 8th 1985.  
He had been badly beaten and medical evidence suggests he may have lived for 
several hours after sustaining injuries.  
In 1986 Richard Flynn was acquitted of the manslaughter and assault of Fr Molloy.  
In their re-examination of the case, the Garda SCRT identified a number of 
shortcomings in the initial 1985 investigation, which are outlined in the McGinn report, 
as follows: 

- Gardai failed to interview guests who attended the Flynn wedding on July 6th, 
- Gardai failed to carry out house-to-house enquiries, 
- Gardai failed to investigate a prior break-in at Fr Molloy’s house, 
- Gardai failed to interview possible witnesses to test the veracity of David 

Flynn’s account, 
- Gardai should not have returned Fr Molloy’s watch to his family without proper 

investigation, 
- Gardai failed to test or match blood samples taken during the forensic 

examination of the scene and from Richard and Therese Flynn. 
The SCRT also expressed concern that Gardai never sought a key medical report, 
which State Pathologist Dr John Harbison had relied on, and that could have placed “a 
different complexion” on the case. The neuropathology report suggested that Fr Molloy 
had lived for three to six hours after he was injured. 
The McGinn report also noted the “complete absence” of any record of any scientific 
testing of the blood samples taken during the examination of the scene. 
The report also noted the failure by Gardai to include a statement from Fr Molloy’s 
solicitor in relation to a land deal with the Flynn’s as a “significant omission”. 


